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THE BBETK&EK EVANGELIST. 


"They oame ant* their own Mid they received 
them not." 

There wu another occasion when one came to 
his own, who would not receive him, and even car- 
ried their persecutions to snob an extent that they 
crucified him. Jeans "came unto his own and hia 
own received him not," hut "blessed be hia name, 
aa many aa received him, to them gavV he power 
to become the sons of God." 

IirOOHSISTKNT, 

While at a social gathering the topic of conver- 
sation turned on churches, when one of the num- 
ber said, "I am a Methodist ;" another remarked, 
"I am a Presbyterian ;" and so on. Each lauding 
their denomination but not one word did they ot- 
ter as to their devotion to Christ, or how good he 
has been to them. 

People often in their zeal for their society forget 
Christ and are like the Corinthians of old, "some 
for Panl, others for Cephas and a few for Christ. 
Oh, when will people discover that denotni nation- 
alism saves none, but the blood of Jeans Christ 
oleanseth us from all sin and "there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved." (Acta 4 : 12). If people would 
talk more about Christ and leas about their society, 
there would be leas jealousy and hatred in the 
world and more purity and holiness. 

A JOURNEY FULL, OF FOINTKRB. 

Having to preach some distance from my regu- 
lar places, a brother took me to within two miles 
of the destination, where we came to a creek across 
which there was no bridge. Trusting to the 
sti ength of the ioe, I continued the journey on foot, 
but on coming to the brook I found the water run- 
ning over the ice, and it seemed that there was no 
possible way of crossing without getting wet. 

Finally, after a fruitless searoh for a foot log, I 
found a few planks out of which I constructed a 
rude bridge over which I passed in safety. 

It reminded me of how people often look to the 
end of this life and see no means to cross the river 
but - if they look to Jesus he will give them an 
abundant entrance and they will cross easily. 
(John 6: 40.) 

After crossing this brook, I continued the jour- 
ney, although on a strange road and without a 
guide. Hopeful that all danger was past, I pressed 
forward eagerly, because it was very dark and the 
time had arrived for services. 

Suddenly I came to a halt at a place where the 
gloom, before me, seemed unusually great, yet I 
was about to press forward when an unseen hand 
stayed my progress, and on picking up a clod of 
earth and tossing it forward, 1 found that I was 
standing on the brink of a deep ravine. 

How often do people wander along through life 
until they stand on the brink of eternity, without 
ao much aa a thought of the real danger they are 
in. Ultimately, when sinking down, they become 
very much concerned about their soul's welfare. 
"Prepare to meet thy God" is echoed from the, 
word of troth, and why not consider before the 
time comes to go. 

Bearing aside, I evaded the danger, and again 
moved forward. Hardly had I gone thirty paces 
when I came to a stand on the bank of another 
large stream. Was on the point of giving up in 
despair, hot on turning to the left I saw a light 
towards which I eagerly pressed in hope of assist- 
ance. Knocking on the door, was kindly received, 
directed, and best of all, was given a guide. 

While traveling through this world we frequent- 
ly come to places across which we cannot go alono, 
and as we stand on the brink and cry out in de- 
spair, "What shall I do to be saved." The great 
light of the world shines upon us and we hasten to 
the Word, where we are not only directed, but are 
given a guide., Jesus himself wilt lead us into the 
way everlasting, when like the eunuch of old we 
"can go on our way rejoicing." 

On leaving this place I felt much relieved, be- 
cause, knowing my guide was thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the road, bo was amply able to lead me to 
my destination. Likewise the child of God. Je- 
ans is thoroughly able to lead, because he has 
traveled the road and "was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin." We can rest se- 
cure in bis care because "he will allow none to be 


tempted greater than they can bear." (1 Cor. 10 : 
13.) 

Arriving at the stream my guide told me to wait 
till he prospected. How much easier it is to stand 
still in the hour of trouble, and let others settle the 
affair, than to do the work one's self. 

Christian, Jesus seeks » way (or you when the 
tempter comes. If we "stand still and sec 
the salvation of the Lord" victory is certain, but 
if we undertake to fight our own battles, we gen- 
erally come out the worse for the contest. Trust 
not your own strength, but rely on Jesus your 
guide. 

Shortly my late former friend returned and said 
that it would be impossible tor me to cross with 
shoes on without getting my feet wet. 

Then he told me to get on bis back and he would 
carry me over, That waa truly "bearing one an- 
other's burdens," but I was trusting him and could 
do nothing more than comply. This was a fine 
turn of affairs, as he was a short man and I rather 
on the longish order. It would baye been a scene 
fit for artists. Long shall I remember that ride. 

Having a heavy grip with me I suggested that 
he should carry that over' first, but he said he 
would "carry the whole business at once." As T 
was the principle part of the firm, I got down to 
hia back and drew myself together something like 
one of those toy men with a string to them, when 
he lugged me over the stream and let me down 
safely on the other side, when I went on my way 
and soon arrived at the house where the people 
were anxiously waiting. 

We all have to journey through life and often 
find places we cannot cross, and none is so faithful 
as Jesus or is more able to care for us. He will 
lead through the "valley and shadow of death" and 
bring us to himself in glory. Will you trust him ? 

Jesus Christ the Righteous. 

BY MARY O. MILLER. 
"Thou but loved righteousness and hated iniquity." 

How it fills the soul with inspiration to read such 
words as these — "Thou hast loved righteousness 
and hated iniquity." They fan to new life the em- 
bers upon the altar of the heart. In a world like 
this where man began Binning almost as soon as 
he began living, how consoling it is to think there 
are some who love what is right and hate sin. 
One, at least, who practically loved righteousness 
and hated iniquity. One who was successful in 
overcoming sin. One who was lifted above his 
fellow -beings because he really and truly loved 
right and hated wrong. There was no mere pro- 
fession about it, no vain pretentions, nothing hyp- 
ocritical, but all was true and genuine. 

Christ knew himself and be knew what right 
was and what was not right. He had temptations 
like others, but always loved right better than 
power, riches or glory. Man has the same chance 
to be lifted above his fellow- beings by loving right 
and hating wrong as Christ had, but how many 
guard their opportunity ? How many, value it ac- 
cording to its worth ? Do we not let ourselves be 
deceived sometimes by yielding our better judg- 
ment to others in matters which pertain both to 
our temporal and our spiritual affairs ? Is there 
any one else whom we have the chance of being 
acquainted with so completely as ourselves ? Sure- 
ly not. Then it would seem but right and proper 
for us to yield to another only when we are con- 
vinced that they are right and we are wrong; But 
we follow custom here oftentimes and have do more 
present trouble about it 

Loving right simply means to do right, for that 
is always our privilege if we are willing to suffer 
the evil consequences which follow Bometimee. 
"They who will live godly must suffer persecu- 
tions." Some people think persecution is uothing 
these days compared with long ago. That may 
he, but perhaps it H as much aa we can stand. To 
hate iniquity means that we do not yield to temp- 
tation to do wrong in the sight of God or man. 

A short time ago I was reading an article in 
"Daughters of America" about Martha Washing- 
ton. Now let us look at right and wrong for a 
few minutes from a financial standpoint. For if 
we are not faithful in these things, who will give 
na the true riches ? Mrs. Curtis was a wealthy 


widow. She had inherited a large estate from 
her late husband, but only her lawfnl share, : aa 
there were other heirs. At the death of Mr. Cur- 
tis the heirs received their inheritance either direct 
or indirect, and the increase thereafter belonged to 
them. That was the law and we can see righteous- 
ness in it. It is right for the law to protect the 
heirs in such a case, but is it not equally right tor 
it to protect the heirs from fraud in case of the 
mother's death? Mrs. Curtis married George 
Washington, who inherited property upon the 
death of his brother to a considerable amount, but 
it waa through hie wife that he became one of the 
wealthiest gentlemen of Virginia and owner of the 
Mount Vernon plantation. Those who are ac- 
quainted with her history know that she again out- 
lived her husband ; but suppose she bad died, un- 
ites she had especially protected her property, 
would the law have protected and given it to the 
rightful heirs, or, because her husband had the con- 
trol of it by being the more active partner, would 
he have the privilege of using it as he saw proper, 
and perhaps in such a way that the deceased could 
not have approved of, and having the privilege, 
would it have been righteousness in him to do so V 
And in those professing to love right and hate 
wrong to partake of his doings V We read that 
it is better to suffer wrong than to do wrong," but 
not that it in better to suffer wrong than to stand 
up for right. I do not expect any one would di- 
rectly contend it is, hot touch right principles when 
in conversation with those who "hold the truth in 
unrighteousness," and Bee how they dislike those 
principles. They will have selfishness blind them 
bo that they cannot see what is right and just. 

But let us look at matters still more weighty 
and see if professors love to follow righteousness 
as they should. Go back to the time when Israel 
had her first king. Had the people stood up for 
God's law and directions before king Saul, instead 
of doing the king's bidding contrary to law and 
right, they might have saved their king and also 
themselves, but they carried out the wrong which 
the king wished them to, and got the blame thrown 
in freely. But come down a little further and see 
wherever the people stood for right even though 
against the king, they did not suffer punishment 
from their Heavenly Father. They sometimes 
suffered from their king as in Manassah's time, and 
John the Baptist had his head cut off for standing 
for right and bating iniquity, but that was far bet- 
ter than to silently acquiesce. 

The Bible teachee that men may learn to discern 
both good and evil by exercising their senses, 
Jesus overcame Satan in argument by quoting 
scripture when Satan misapplied it. After the new 
scriptures were given, when professors began to 
be powerful — that is to usurp power, when the 
Bcriptures were kept lrom the maeaes, and they 
were made to believe that the words of the Lord 
were too sacred for them to read, and too hard for 
them to understand, when the Bcriptures were 
wrested from their true meaning and made to serve 
human endB, then right suffered and man loved in- 
iquity. Their deeds were evil. Innocent blood 
was again shed. But finally men threw off the 
yoke and it pleased God to take the power from the 
usurpers. Light came. The morning of the refor- 
mation dawned upon the world, and darkness had 
spent its fury through the centuries in which it 
would seem that Satan was working very hard to 
teach men to love iniquity and hate righteousness, 
but the words of truth were very sacred to those 
who loved righteousness, and there was a tidal 
wave of light rolled over Europe that made the 
powers of darkness stand abashed. The nations 
which accepted the Bible and loved it, rose out of 
darkness and above their neighbors. It is the 
same today. When men "Lord ovei God's herit- 
age" their time is short, they cannot prosper long. 
God does not raise them above their fellow-beings, 
because they do not love righteousness nor hate 
iniquity. 


When you make a mistake don't look back at it 
long. Take the reason of the thing into your mind, 
and then look forward. Mistakes are lessons of 
wisdom. The past cannot be changed. The future 
ia yet in your .power. — Hugh White. 


